
Entrance ticket

ÅAs you get settled, please write down on a Post-it one 
challenge or concern you have about implementing 
active learning in your classroom. 

ÅPlace Post-it at the front of the room. 
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Learning objectives

ÅGain familiarity with various active learning strategies. 

ÅDiscuss common challenges of implementing active learning 
and troubleshoot solutions. 

ÅIdentify useful resources and references for follow-up.



Active learning

ÅFaculty often think of active learning very 
differently.

ÅHow would you define active learning?
On a sheet of paper, write for 30 seconds. 
Turn to your neighbor and discuss for one minute.
Share with the group.



Active learning

Åά!ŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ 
instructional method that engages students in 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ςPrince 2004
ÅConsidering this definition:

Brainstorm and write down three active learning 
strategies/activities within 30 seconds
Turn to your neighbor, share each others strategies 
and come up with one more strategy. You have 2 
minutes.
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The entrance ticket/exit ticket

ÅRequires students to reflect on their learning/knowledge 

ÅCan be implemented:
via paper or electronically 
at the beginning of class or end of class 

ÅExample questions: 
What is the most significant thing you learned today/last class? 
What remains unclear or remains confusing?

ÅImportant to close the loop and discuss during class

ÅSimilar to other strategies:
Minute paper 
Muddiest point



Think-pair-share

Think
ωGive a question prompt.

ωAllow student 15-60 seconds to think or write/type a response. 

Pair

ωInstruct students to pair up with a neighbor to discuss each others 
answers.  Give 1-5 minutes. 

ωCirculate the room to monitor discussions. 

ωMay need to remind them to switch speaking roles.

Share
ωAsk students to share their responses. 

ωClose the loop by giving your best answer. 



Brainstorming

ÅCan be completed individually, in pairs, or in groups

ÅCan be paper or electronic

ÅTips:
Give a clear prompt

State rules before starting

Set a time limit

Have students share their brainstorms with the rest of the class
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Active learning strategies used in my classrooms

ÅFlipped classroom

Image from UW Center for Teaching and Learning.
https://www.washington.edu/teaching/teaching-resources/engaging-students-in-learning/flipping-the-classroom/

https://www.washington.edu/teaching/teaching-resources/engaging-students-in-learning/flipping-the-classroom/


Approach taken in my courses

ÅPre-class
Screencasted videos that use guided 
notes. Recorded via Panopto

To clearly communicate expectations, 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ άroad ƳŀǇǎέ for each unit



Approach taken in my courses

ÅIn-class
Formative assessments 
through a game
ÁKahoot

ÁJust-in-time-teaching 

Small group discussions  
ÁCase studies

ÁPractice problems



Approach taken in my courses

In-class activities



Kahootdemo

¢ƻ ǇƭŀȅΧ
ÁGo to kahoot.it 
ÁEnter game pin
ÁEnter nickname

¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅΧ
ÁCreate a free account at https://kahoot.com/



Challenges of implementing active learning



Common perceived challenges of implementing 
active learning

ÅGetting students to prepare for class

ÅTakes time away from content coverage

ÅLarge class sizes

ÅDifficult to share control of class session with students

ÅGetting students on-board 

ÅTakes faculty effort to implement 



Challenge –Getting students to prepare for class

ÅReason

ÅAccountability

ÅInteraction

ÅStudent-friendly

ÅEfficient



Challenge –Getting students to participate 

Content: provide specific instructions for the activity

Participation: allow sufficient time for participation in the activity

Reflection (time to debrief): provide time to debrief to help students 
connect learning and the intended outcomes

5 Minute University. Encouraging Classroom Participation.



Advice on implementing active learning

ÅSelect strategies that work with your own personal teaching style.

ÅEnsure alignment between learning objectives, content, active 
learning activities, and assessments. 

ÅClear communication with students.

ÅGet comfortable with classroom chaos. 

ÅKnow that the first time will not be perfect.  Develop a feedback 
system to continuously improve. 

ÅGet student advice on the process. 

ÅStick with it. It gets easier.



Resources

ÅCheatsheet

Å5 Minute University (5MU)
Available by emailing 5minuteu@gmail.com

ÅHoward M and PerskyA. Helpful Tips for 
New Users of Active Learning. 2015. AJPE

Lesson 1: Instructional 
Alignment

Lesson 2: Getting Students 
to Prepare for Class

Lesson 3: The Minute 
Paper

Lesson 4: Critical Thinking

Lesson 5: Creating Better 
Presentations

Lesson 6: Students in Our 
Classroom

Lesson 7: Lesson PlanningLesson 8: Encouraging 
Classroom Participation

Lesson 9: Effective 
Feedback

Lesson 10: Writing 
Effective Exam Questions

Lesson 11: Think - Pair -
Share

Lesson 12: Teaching 
Resources

5 Minute University topics:

mailto:5minuteu@gmail.com
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/JldgbYVUXpcsqw/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/0M7bunGc9zJraI/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/QcUR3u7e4KEPBA/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/Yh48jofavrzewl/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/Gb1Ei9ulD6Zmsr/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/tTiNJGlZIyV1fL/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/c0S4CkZa5iNmuU/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/2w0zXUaOLiWlGQ/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/3tmMax42jLrsQI/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/SElFe08cq2ZNdD/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/5qoLX7dr0Ivp8h/html
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/UM1vjOSxkqlYIm/html


Thank you! Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

Connie Remsberg

cremsberg@wsu.edu

mailto:cremsberg@wsu.edu

